Palliative home care in a rural setting: reflections on selective interactions.
Despite the fact that terminally ill patients are approaching the end-stage of their lives, the need for information and continuing involvement in their own care remains paramount and does not necessarily diminish as their dependency increases. This paper supports the view that nurses working in the area of rural palliative care are in an optimum position to establish the kind of relationship with patients and informal carers that augments a sense of involvement, self determination, equity and trust. This is of particular significance to rural palliative care where service provision may be under-resourced and where domiciliary nurses are often the key provider for continuing care and support.